
Fall is definitely 

here.  The furnace has 

been tested and the 

lawn is full of leaves, or 

it was until the wind the 

other day! The chickens 

have been busy running 

around the yard looking 

under them to see what 

there is to eat. 

The flock of Bovans 

Brown has been diversi-

fied a little with the addi-

tion of 4 Silver Laced 

Wyandotte hens. They 

were purchased from 

two 4-H youth at the 

Mower County Fair this 

year. They are doing 

great. They are a fun ad-

dition—they are the only 

4 chickens that use the 

roosts that Mark built in 

the coop when the chick-

Chicken Flock Update 

Egg Production News  

Egg production has 

picked back up again 

with the cooler weather. 

They are also being con-

fined to the pen outside 

their coop for the day 

since it is dark when we 

leave for work and the 

raccoons and fox are still 

active. They are all piled 

up at the gate waiting to 

get out when we get 

home. Bailey, the St. 

Bernard cross, is sad, 

though. She knew a lot 

of their egg laying spots 

around the yard and she 

is missing her afternoon 

snacks.  

If you have noticed a 

few smaller eggs in the 

cartons lately, they are 

the eggs from the new 

Wyandottes. They are 

just starting to lay eggs 

and so the size isn’t 

quite as large yet. The 

Bovans lay some big 

eggs and I don’t know if 

the eggs from the new 

chickens will ever reach 

that size. I have weighed 

a few of the Bovans eggs 

and they are off the 

chart that tells you the 

size of an egg by the 

weight. They are bigger 

than Jumbo! So that isn’t 

a fair comparison for 

those poor new chick-

ens. We will have to wait 

and see what happens. 

 

ens first came last 

spring! Everyone is get-

ting along just fine. 

Some of the Bovans 

Browns have a need to 

stay outside at night and 

hide, so we are down to 

29 chickens even with 

the 4 new ones. We do 

everything we can, but 

you can’t find a chicken 

that doesn’t want to be 

found! 
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Flatland Farm Chicken News 

Bovans Brown Chicken staring down a 

dog 

Flatland Farm, LLC 
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Winter accommodations 

for the chickens have 

been settled. They are go-

ing into the barn in the 

room where the rabbits 

have been this summer. It 

is about 15’ x 15’ and 

they should have plenty of 

room to do what chickens 

do. We do have to figure 

something out for heat so 

the eggs don’t freeze be-

fore we can collect them. 

We will try to have them 

lay eggs a little earlier by 

turning lights on so I can 

collect at least a few be-

fore going to work, but it 

will be a bit of an experi-

ment to see what works. It 

would be nice to be able 

to keep the waterers we 

use now since they drink a 

lot of water! Otherwise we 

will need lots of heated 

dog waterers. We will have 

to see what happens. 

Winter Plans 

egg numbers and a forgiv-

ing bird, all essential in-

gredients to keep their 

business profitable. She 

not only performs well for 

the egg producer with tra-

ditional production facili-

ties, being very docile is 

making her the perfect 

The Bovans Brown is a 

brown feathered, brown 

egg layer which has the 

ability to meet the expec-

tations of a variety of egg 

producers with different 

objectives. She is the bird 

of choice for today’s egg 

farmer who expects high 

bird for alternative produc-

tion methods as well. 
From Centurion Poultry at   

www.centurionpoultry.com/products/bovans_brown 

Bovans Browns are a hy-

brid chicken used by com-

mercial egg producers. 

Bovans Brown 
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head. The reason we 

wanted to try a new breed 

of chicken was because 

the Bovans don’t stray too 

far from the yard. The Wy-

andottes have stuck pret-

ty close also. So we may 

need to try a few breeds 

before we find the ones 

that work the best for our 

needs and will forage far-

ther into the pasture. 

we have done what we 

can to help control them.  

We compost our manure 

and use fly predators.  

Both have been a big 

help.  The chickens have 

helped, but I need to be 

careful where I put the fly 

predators since they 

chickens will eat them.  

They are tiny wasps that 

don’t bother animals or 

people and don’t sting. 

They are the size of a pin 

One of the reasons we 

bought the chickens was 

for insect control. They 

seem to be doing a very 

good job. It is amazing to 

watch them scratch the 

ground and eat what they 

can find or chase down a 

moth or cricket. They are 

pretty efficient little pred-

ators, So—I guess they 

can stay! ☺ Flies can cre-

ate a lot of issues with 

the cattle and horses, so 

Future Flock plans 

If you are 

wondering if an 

egg is safe to eat, 

put it in a bowl of 

water.  If it floats, 

throw it out. 

 

 

 

Bovans Brown 

Silver Laced Wyandotte 


